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Welcome to 3rd Grade! 

Mrs. Bray

2007-2008
Dear Families, 


Welcome back to another exciting school year! I hope you all had a safe and relaxing summer, as I did ( 

It’s now time to get back in to school and learning new concepts and ideas. We are so lucky to have such a beautiful campus for the children to learn. 


I believe that all students can learn and I have very high expectations for my students both academically and socially. My goal is to create an atmosphere that is positive and fun in order to enhance the learning environment and your child’s self-esteem as well. This year, our most important goals are to become better readers and writers, increase our math skills and strategies, and promote your child’s responsible behaviors. We will achieve these goals through mastery of our State Standards and through our classroom rules and procedures. I will send home copies of our 3rd grade curriculum standards that students are expected to learn and know by the end of the year. Please read them and discuss them with your child often. I expect all of my students to succeed and to be the best student they can be. I will promote a love of learning first so that students can succeed. 


Your child will experience a highly structured academic curriculum. New experiences for your child might include daily and/or weekly homework, transferring ideas from subject to subject, being required to complete several assignments independently, and an increased emphasis on accepting responsibility for their own behavior. These experiences can be overwhelming at first, but I know it will be exciting for both you and me to see the academic, emotional, and social development in your child this year. 

Policies
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Attendance

For your child to be successful in third grade, it is so important that they be in class every day. School begins at 8:00. Frequent absences and tardies will create a gap in their education that is very difficult to make-up. It is impossible to duplicate the discussions, hands-on learning and the daily activities outside of the classroom. I will provide several attendance incentives and rewards for awesome attendance. I will give monthly rewards for students who have perfect attendance in each month. If you must schedule an appointment for your child during school hours, please bring your child to school in the morning to check in first, and then pick them up right before the appointment, if at all possible. ( Thanks! 

Classroom Rules
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To maintain a positive and effective classroom environment, I have only 3 behaviors that I expect from students at all times. I have found that all other behaviors fall under these three areas in some way. 
1. Be respectful




2. Be responsible




3. Be safe

Consequences

[image: image4.jpg]




If students do not exhibit these three behaviors, there will be specific consequences. This will only help them learn responsibility and respect! 


I use a ticket pulling system in which students bring home a colored ticket for you each and every day. This way, as long as you do your part and ask them for their ticket, you will know their daily behavior. 
Here is how it works:

 
Excellent behavior= Yellow Ticket: Hurray! I am a super student! 


Verbal Warning= Orange ticket: I made a mistake. Tomorrow will be better. 


2nd Warning= Green ticket: I earned a time-out today. 


3rd Warning= Red ticket: I earned recess detention today. Ask me why.


4th Warning= Dark Blue ticket: No writing- I will be calling you and doing all the talking about their behavior. 

Every day, you will need to ask your child for their ticket to see how their behavior was. This also encourages discussion between you and your child about appropriate classroom behavior. 

Rewards
When behavior expectations are met, positive rewards include:

· Positive words of praise and encouragement

· Table points

· Cheetah Champion Slips

· Special pencils or other treats

· Special daily privileges

· Student Store

· Bray $$ Bucks$$

· Monthly popcorn or Popsicle time! 
Homework
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I will pass out daily homework in math that will be due the next day. I will also pass out a weekly homework packet on Mondays that will be due on Friday. All homework is to be kept in their Cheetah Homework Folder. Students will need to complete all parts of the packet in order to get full credit. Students who do not complete their homework will spend their recess or lunch recess time completing it. Students who do complete their homework 100% will earn “Lunch Bunch” with me on Tuesdays! It is my intention to reward students for not only completing their homework with quality work, but also for having a parent signature on their packet. Some assignments will be graded, but most will be checked for completion and then returned. 
Check plus = 100% work, Check= C, Check - = D  

               And 0= nothing turned in

Late Work

It is my expectation that my students complete and turn in their work on time. For each day that a graded assignment is late, (other than homework), the points for the assignment will be docked by 1 letter grade.  If a student is absent when an assignment is due, the student will have the same number of days they were absent to complete their work and turn it in to me. 
Important Business


An emergency packet of non-perishable foods needs to be turned in by Friday, September 7th. Please include only foods that will not spoil and you may also wish to include pictures of family, pets, etc. Please write your child’s name, room number-13, teacher name (Mrs. Bray) phone numbers, address, and Doctor’s information on an index card and place it in the bag. Use a gallon size Ziploc baggie. Don’t forget…this is very important in case of emergencies. 

---------------Cut here-Sign and return the portion below----------

We have read and discussed the policies explained in this letter and we understand how important they are to have a successful year in Mrs. Bray’s class. 

Student Signature_____________________

Parent Signature______________________

Date_______________________________
